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July 22s S06 


Dear Mr. Cunninghan, 


Syke: tic pi un. 


in reply to your letter of Jwy 17 on the 
above subject, I have to inrorm you that tire s0 
Called synthevic opium was in reality a composition 
of boiled pig skin and sesamum seed cake and has no 
narcotic eifecite It is frequently used for mixing © 
with inferior grades of opium for purposes of fraud 
in opium transactions, aud is in some instances 
actually smoked by very poor addicts of the hubit. 

Opium, dross and ashes are also mixed with 
this substance for fraudulent purposes to give it 
the smell of opium whilst the scolour is sometimes 
obtained by mixture with date juice. 

“ithout the opium or —e residue the 
substance is manufactured locally in large quantities 
for mixing with paint and varnish. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sd) F. W. Gerrard | 


idwin S. Cunningham Ka.je, 
 -‘UeSeAs Consul-Ceneral, 
Shanghmie 
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In reply refer to 
800 JEJ/CEG 
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AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE C. & S. ts. REG.STi, 
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ha ‘ é : 
Shang ry DAs 1 Ste a sp Bo 3 


Subject: Synthetic Opium Burned by the Maritime 
Customs. _ 


Dear Major Gerrard: 


Sometime during April of this year it was reported 
in the press of Shanghai that the Customs on April 4th 
destroyed by burning a quantity of opium and other 
narcotics inoluding 145 catties of synthetio opium. 

This report has come to the attention of the Department 
of State which desires such information as may be avail- 
able concerning synthetic opium, particularly the compo- 
sition of this substance and the method, place ani extent 
of its manufacture. 


Any information which you can give me in this con- 
nection for transmission to the Department of State will 


be greatly appreciated. 


Very sincerely yours, 


Sani 6 alta 


; Edwin 


Major F. We Gerrard, C.I.E., 
Coumissioner of Police, 
w Road, 


Shanghai, 
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